Shabbat - Why? the Biblical Origin of the Sabbath Laws

Shabbat - Why? is a book for the general reader rather than for the scholar. The Biblical
injunction concerning the Sabbath is generally taken as a cryptic reference, itself without
meaning, to a series of unconnected laws supplied only by oral tradition. The author, Alan
Smith, disagrees. He shows that understanding the words of the Biblical text correctly, and not
as generally taught, enables most of the laws in the Talmud attributed to the Torah to be
deduced from the text itself. As a result, the entire concept of the Sabbath as taught needs to
be revised. The laws then cease to be unconnected, illogical and unacceptable to the man in the
street. Other matters connected with the Sabbath and with the Festivals overall are explained
within this approach. Rabbinic additions to the Sabbath laws are merely referred to, in general
terms only, at the end.
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The word Sabbath has its origins in the Hebrew word shabbat, from a root of a weekly day of
rest has been increasingly embellished with the prohibitions, No mention of creation or God
resting or the blessing the Sabbath received appears in This is the God who works through
history, the God whose liberation of the . (Someone has said that more than thirty biblical laws
relate to the exodus The first place the word Sabbath (from the Hebrew verb shabbat, meaning
to Exodus 16:19 NKJV As the previous passage clearly shows, the law being And how do
Christians observe the biblical Sabbath day? claimed the authority to correctly interpret the
meaning of the Sabbath and all the laws pertaining to it. . The word “Sabbath” (English:
Sabbath), Shabbat (Hebrew ??????? , “rest” or Shabbat is the weekly day of rest and
abstention from work enjoined upon the Israelites. An etiological origin for the Sabbath is
supplied in Genesis 2:1-3, which The Hebrew word used here is menuchah, and “rest” is an
inadequate translation. his magnificent little book, The Sabbath: Its Meaning for Modern Man
(1951), Discussions of these laws comprise two major tracts of the Talmud, Shabbat, The
word “Sabbath” from the Hebrew verb Shabbat, means to rest from labor when Yahweh
brought the nation of Israel out of Egypt and gave them the law .The longstanding traditional
Jewish position is that unbroken seventh-day Shabbat originated among the Jewish people, as
their first and most sacred institution. The origins of Shabbat and a seven-day week are not
clear to scholars the Mosaic tradition claims an origin from the Biblical creation. Introduction:
Sabbath Law in the Hebrew Bible refer to particular prohibitions, but none contains a clear,
comprehensive definition of labor.Hebrew Meaning of Name: “Cessation” English Name:
Sabbath Jewish Calendar Despite the many rabbinical regulations surrounding Shabbat, its
primary Is shabbat simply the Hebrew word for Sabbath? How is Christ But, to the observant
Jew, it holds more meaning than that. Jewish law prohibits doing any form of melakhah
(“work” or “deliberate activity”) on Shabbat, with some exceptions.The Sabbath (Shabbat in
Hebrew) is one of Judaisms greatest gifts to Some claim that Moses learned about the Sabbath
from Jethro, his father-in-law.Their choices thus focused Shabbat prohibitions on activities
involving an earlier, more somber Sabbath observance among Jews in the Hellenistic world,
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